      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 24th May 2021 in Holmeswood Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Pryke, Taylor
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham   
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

There were no members of the public.

980/21  To consider a new chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Gordon as Chairman for another twelve months who then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

981/21   To receive apologies:
NONE
982/21        To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19th April 2021.                
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th April 2019 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
983/21         To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
984/21      To consider voting on of a vice chairman.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Cummings  as Vice Chairman for twelve months.

985/21   To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee. 
It was resolved by the Council to proceed with this at the next meeting.
986/21  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
LLC Cllr. Eddie Pope informed the council that LCC had a conservative majority of twelve; leader of the council Phillip Williamson (Lancaster). WLBC has no overall control of parties: Labour 27 , Conservative 26, Independent 1
987/21      To consider planning applications as below:

2021/0393/FUL Woodnook, 3, Park Farm, Holmeswood Road ,Rufford

Single storey detached garden studio within garden curtilage

It was resolved that the council should support the above mentioned application.
2021/0538/FUL  68, Brick Kiln Lane, Rufford

Dropped kerb access.

It was resolved that the council should support the above mentioned application.

Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2021/0263/FUL  164, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Replacement orangery and associated roofing work.

Planning decisions refused.

NONE
Prior approval planning
NONE

988/21      To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022526  K Newsham Clerk’s salary, expenses and admin                                £717.46

022527  R Wilkins  park maintenance                                                               £383.75

022528  R Wilkins football pitch





    £205.00

022529  KC Computers ink





                 £143.92

022530  Paul Brookfield  park gate monies



                 £95.00

022531  Came & Co. council insurance 2021/22                                             £1,257.07

1st Public Works Loan payment    16th April 2021


             £2,602.68

1st payment precept grant 2021/22  16th April 2021


           £19,383.50

Income ; Rufford & Holmeswood FC   football pitch                                        £100.00

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

989/21  Submission of annual return for the financial year ending 31st March 2020 to the Council’s Internal auditors.

The council noted the information.

990/21  Flood risk
Cllr. Gordon mentioned some flooding on Holly Lane, Rufford. 

Resident Lawrence Critchley has sent an email to Cllr. Gordon regarding flooding issues at his property. A map of the A59 area, Rufford was presented to the councillors by Cllr Gordon with the appropriate properties highlighted.

It was resolved by the council for LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope / Cllr. Gordon to investigate this matter and report back to the council.
991/21 Highways

Complaints about hedges overhanging footpath on Cousins Lane, Rufford; it is the Cricket Club’s responsibility

It was resolved by the council to investigate the concern.
Discuss speeding/issues, Holmeswood Road, New Road, Church Road and A59 and the Parish Council strategy on this.
The council wish to implement a 40 mph speed limit on a section of Holmeswood Road – entrance/exit , mere Sands Wood stretch , which is now national speed limit.

LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope has been asked to advise the Parish Council how to implement this.

Cllr Pryke has sent numerous emails to LCC highways with regards to speeding issues on New Road, Rufford and Holmeswood Road (B5246). Also concerns about HGVs along these stretches; numerous complaints also around these issues from the public.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to invite the MP Kathryn Fletcher to a meeting to discuss these issues. Cllr. Pryke would liaise with Cllr. Taylor on the HGV vehicle issues on Church Road, Rufford to liaise with PC Steve Birtles (local community officer) and Lancashire Road Safety partnership , and to place these issues as ongoing and update the parish Council accordingly.

992/21   Public footpaths  
Public complaints with regards to signs being erected on footpath FP18/16, which are diverting the public away from Fiddlers Farm.
It was resolved by the Council for the clerk to contact the footpath officer, Lancashire County Council.
993/21       Village Halls

            Rufford
NONE

            Holmeswood
Tennis courts. 
The clerk has asked Ray Wilkins, park maintenance to see if the tennis court nets/posts can be removed to allow playing football games etc. The tennis area was originally designed as a MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area). Also the clerk will see what the council can do with regards to the outside netting and posts.

It was resolved  by the council to keep them updated on the above issues.

994/21     Recreation grounds
Cllr. Gordon stated the construction of the MUGA has now started.

It was resolved by the council to note the information and be updated with regards to completion date. 
995/21       Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NON
996/21   Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
NONE
997/21  To note and approve the clerk’s report.

The clerk informed the council a new independent tree consultant has been engaged to monitor/advise on the trees the parish council are responsible for and would compile a yearly tree risk assessment report, which is required by the parish council insurers.
The council noted the information.
998/21      To note police information
NONE

999/21     To note the date of the next meeting  of the Parish Council Meeting scheduled for 21st June  2021.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 21st June 2021
Chairman closed the meeting  at 8.45 pm
COVID19 restrictions applied

_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
